4g                   FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
4. Connected with the Village Day Schools were central
Industrial Homes for Boys and Girls, with a view to pre-
paring the best of our children for their future careers as
Officers, Teachers of our own Village Schools, or Foremen
in charge of our various Industries. Those who proved
to be unsuitable for either of these avocations gravitated
back to their own homes. Hence there was no blind alley
education, and no training of all our children to clamour
for Government positions as clerks and baboos, one of
the greatest drawbacks to the modern system of education
in India.
The boys are taught various useful handicrafts, which
will be advantageous to them in after-life, while the girls
are trained to be good housewives, and adepts at needle-
work. Corresponding to every Boys' Home there is always
a Girls' Home of about equal numbers, and the training
given to the latter is as thorough and systematic as to the
former. This relieves the parents of a great anxiety.
It is ingrained in their minds that the first duty which they
owe to their children is to get them suitably married. Hence
the increasing tendency to early engagements and marriages.
A child is no sooner born than the parents begin to look
around for a suitable match. To obtain such becomes
increasingly difficult. Unmarried boys and girls are ex-
ceedingly hard to find and are much sought after.
To prevent an engagement once made from being broken,
money usually passes, and in order to tie the knot with
increasing firmness the village Brahmin of the particular
caste is called in to perform ceremonies of a mystic and
binding character. Although the children return to their
parents, an engagement is treated as if it had been an
actual marriage.
Our Boarding Schools for girls enabled us to cope
effectively with this difficulty. The parents realized that
there was no need for premature action, nor was it necessary
for them to plunge into debt to raise the necessary money.
For every boy and girl a suitable partner was being trained,
and would be in the highest sense a " help-meet,1*
Our Girls' Boarding Home in Gujarat is picturesquely
located on the wall of the city of Ahmedabad on" the bank
of the river Sabarmati. The Boys* Home is situated ia